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Religious Orientation in People with High Schizotypal Traits
Ali Mohammadzadeh*, Mahmud Najafi 2, Ahmad Ashuri®

Abstract
Objectives: The distinction between intrinsic and extrinsic
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religious orientation appears to be useful in understanding -
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the relation between religion and schizotypal personality as
well as schizophrenia. The present study was carried out with
the aim of examining the relation between religious orientation
and schizotypal traits. Method: A sample of 210 individuals
was selected from university students using random stratified
sampling. Schizotypal Trait Questionnaire A form (STQ A)
and Religious Attitude Testing Questionnaire (RATQ) were
administered to the subjects. Results: All three schizotypal
traits had significant relationship with extrinsic religious
orientation (p<0.01). From among the schizotypal traits,
“unusual perceptual experiences” was a suitable predictor for
extrinsic religious orientation. Also, subjects with high
schizotypal traits scored higher in extrinsic religious
orientation, than subjects with low schizotypal traits.
Conclusion: Since intrinsic religious orientation has no
relationship with schizotypal traits, it could be concluded that
despite being more religious, individuals with high schizotypal
traits have more immature religiosity. Also, these findings
are consistent with the view that intrinsic religiosity is
associated with aspects of psychological well-being, and
extrinsic religiosity is associated with poorer psychological
well-being.
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1- American Psychiatry Association ~ 2- Wolfradt

3- Struabe 4- schizotypal traits
5- stress vulnerability model 6- Odes

7- Loughland 8- Williams

9- Rossi 10- Daneluzzo

11- Rosa 12- Borras

13- Mohr 14- Huguelet

15- Wulff 16- Jackson

17- Francis Scale of Attitude toward Christianity
18- Schizotypal Trait Questionnaire A form

19- White 20- Joseph

21- Neil 22- Diduca

23- Religious Preoccupation Scale

24- Alport 25- mature religion

26- immature religion
28- intrinsic orientation

27- self thinking
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1- unusual perceptual experiences
2- paranoid suspiciousness/social anxiety
3- magical thinking

4- retest 5- Claridge
6- internal consistency 7- Rawlings
8- Freeman 9- concurrent validity

10- Eysenck Personality Questionnaire
11- Statistical Package for the Social Sciences
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