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Children’s Appraisal of Interparental Conflict, and their Psychopathological
Symptoms: An Investigation of Mediating and Moderating Mechanisms

Fatemeh Gharehbaghy*, Maryam Aguilar-Vafaie 2, Abbas Ali Allahyary®

Abstract

Objectives: The present study represents an attempt to
explain the mechanisms by which, parental conflict, a
stressful life event in children's lives, may have an impact
on children's psychological health. For this purpose,
besides examining predictive relationships between in-
dependent and criterion variables, we also evaluated the
mediating and moderating interactions of three important
variables, children's appraisals of parental conflict and
emotional security in the family and their emotional
coping strategies, indicative of perceived insecurity in the
family, in the prediction of children's psychopathological
symptoms. Method: This research used a stratified random
sampling procedure with 413 fifth-grade primary school-
children in the city of Tehran (220 girls & 193 boys).To
assess children’s perceived emotional security in the family,
their emotional coping strategies and their perception of
parental conflict, the Security In the Family System
(SIFS) Scale and the Children’s Perception of Interparental
Conflict (CPIC) Scale was administered to them. To assess
children’s affective and behavioral difficulties, mothers
and teachers answered the Strengths and Difficulties
Questionnaire (SDQ). Results: Findings reveal a significant
relationship between the children’s feeling of insecurity
in the family as well as children’s appraisal of interparental
conflicts on children’s affective and behavioral symptoms
(p<0.01). In addition, the mediating role of appraisal in the
relation between emotional security and affective symptoms,
the mediating role of the emotional reaction in relation to
conflict appraisal with the psychopathological symptoms
of the child, as well as the interactional role of emotional
insecurity and child appraisal of parental conflicts, were

N>

G b OT 1S Loy 5l o Gl L Sl hn sy 1 BAD
L ’,@g'/;.uj/.ifuj A48 My Codaw_p ity (sla iSaiST
Sl St S 1 S50 S il o it s oIS ol i 5
oo bl (sla (Sl 5 03/5ils 5 Gloms ol ¢ ls
S ol 5 o i (fladlic i phy 43 55,8
Il FIF 4iaai S5 (50 orban oy o990 3,8 e
G S Gy 1985 25 PV Ol g ot omy O35
ot plon e 0ok S e 3T I S e S
STl ol iy 5 03] il s 3 (i ol iy 4 O255”
5 o NS omian (5 lishs easly sy lly b7 1S58
S M o LS o T 5 Olpols ji &S558 5L,
i pod fa STy 555 S Mo g L g L ol i
ool 43 535S Lo ol pelas] G adef, (LBASEl
s s ol S by llly (sla 2SS 153,87 b i)
i) Slabaals i il g O . O< /) 5 s sire O35S
A 535S ible S b et el s dla]y 3 Sl
L ool ol ol Ols ally 3 S35 8 Jlbedlons ablis (slalans]s
lres ol ol A i 5 50587 Bt ld T (slaaili
ol OO s g llly ASaiS slo S s 15558 b s
ARty ol slaasil 1 S AR S e i S
5 ams Lilmn fale & Olsien 03]yl s ia] 25 Sl
&G Olptet gplls (sla iS558 il b iyl A

(S s okt 30) VN EFVID 0 LSS 03 o yels G 7 oS> coliand ST SN 0l Sy 10 e g o o yln Cr 7 oSl ¢ punlid gy ity kit 17

e St oK el ¢ punliiils s (13557 pepebe oy 7 oK Ll O] 5t a0 sl (51,557 " E-mail: fagh_1977 @yahoo.com

70

* Corresponding author: MS. in Psychology, Tarbiat Modares University, Jalale Ale Ahmad St., Tarbiat Modares University, Tehran, Iran,
IR. Fax: +9821-66973500. E-mail: fagh_1977@yahoo.com; @ Ph.D. in Human Environmental Sciences, Associate Prof. of Tarbiat Modares
University; ® PhD. in Psychology, Assistant Prof. of Tarbiat Modares University.




\Al
71

WM g /) o st/ pasil dle

Vol. 15/ No. 1/ Spring 2009

O, Ken 5 oo 3 anbl

confirmed. Conclusion: Results indicate that in the context
of parental conflict, children’s appraisal of interparental
conflict is a risk or vulnerability factor and family emotional
security is a protective factor for children’s psycho-
pathological symptoms.

Key words: interparental conflict; behavior; psycho-
pathological symptoms
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