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ABSTRACT
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The present study investigated the impact of music education on the creativity of 7-9-year-
old children in Tehran, Iran.

[VETEEE semi-experimental study comprised of pretest-posttest and control groups. The study partici-
pants were 7-9-year-old children from primary schools from 20 regions of Tehran. The sampling method
used in this study was based on availability that recruited 20 individuals, who were and randomly se-
lected (n=10 each for the test and control groups). Data were collected by Torrance creativity question-
naire as well as the Wechsler Intelligence Test 4, and analyzed by SPSS software in two descriptive and
inferential parts using independent samples t-tests and analysis of covariance tests.

[(EEMTE The results showed that children had sufficient intelligence to receive music education, which
significantly affected the components of children’s creativity.

Thus, music education can be taken into consideration as an effective tool for developing
creativity in children.
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Extended Abstract ing children’s talents and flourishing them is by teaching
music. In music teaching, the children learn rhythm, mu-
sical notes, notes interval, consistency, as well as playing
simple melodies with kids’ musical instruments like xylo-
phone, flute, recorder, and simple percussion instruments
[2]. In recent years, much research has been done in the

field of students’ and children’s creativity, especially with

1. Introduction

hildren’s creativity is one of the topics that
have drawn the attention of many psycholo-
gists. Based on a scientific theory, creativity

is defined as the act of making something new, different, in-
novative, and at the same time useful, suitable, and related
to do a task [1]. Most importantly, creativity is the funda-
mental factor in the development and progress of a society.
So, children’s creativity must be flourished in a suitable
way so that its positive effects can be realized in most of
the behaviors of the children. One of the ways to discover-
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respect to the cognitive-emotional and educational aspects.
Unfortunately, little attention has been paid to the impor-
tance of teaching music in developing children’s creativity
worldwide, including Iran. Therefore, the current research
has been conducted to determine the effect of music learn-
ing on the creativity of children living in Iran.
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2. Method

The research data were collected by field method using a
questionnaire. In the current study, the children’s creativity
was assessed by Torrance creativity questionnaire, and their
intelligence (7- to 9-year old children) was assessed by the
Wechsler intelligence test. The study population comprised
all 7- to 9-year-old children studying in primary schools in
Tehran City, District 20, in the academic year 2015-2016.
Since the girls” schools did not cooperate in this research,
20 boys were recruited by convenience sampling method.
Of them, 10 were randomly assigned to the experimental
group and 10 to the control group. Generally, the inclusion
criteria were being 7- to 9-year old, having enough intel-
ligence as tested by Wechsler test, and possessing normal
hearing based on their audiometry test records in the school.

The intelligence and creativity of the children in both the
groups were assessed before and after the intervention and
then analyzed by the independent t-test and chi-squared test
using SPSS 22 .

3. Results

The test results indicate that there is no significant differ-
ence between the two study groups before the interven-
tion with respect to the mean values of seven intelligence
subscales. Thus, the children were matched with respect to
their intelligence. On the other hand, the study results after
the intervention show that music teaching could signifi-
cantly affect all creativity components (fluidity, flexibility,
innovation, and expansion). In other words, teaching music
with Orff method over a three-month period influenced the
creativity of the studied children.

4. Discussion

Teaching music to children helps them to understand vari-
ous concepts, accurately perceive and feel different prob-
lems and challenges, and create new ideas to solve the prob-
lems. Generally, when it is intended to realize creativity in
children through teaching music by Orff method, we must
attempt to use practicable activities in a proper way that are
consistent with the curriculum setting of the schools along
with other educational methods and teaching textbooks.
This provides an entertaining setting for the kids that not
only flourish their creativity but also improve their perfor-
mance and motivation toward learning.
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